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Call 1t ‘Mario’s Vﬂlag ’

A developer’s devotion
to his neighborhood is
proving profitable not

just for him, but for

the South End as well

By Lindn Laban
e Com TACR Y
vem with & heavy spring min
on i May weekend, the SoWa
nelghborhond art market
and walk in Boston's South
End drew & steady Tow of
poople milling in and ot of
galleries and warehouse
space along the northeast
end of Harrisan Avenoe
Thi art evet, which
includes an open-air market through the summer
ani fall, was started foir years agn by Mario Mico-
s, a longtime South End devitdoper and resident,
anl head of GT1 Fropertics.
It bs the bemcon be sends out that thers is hip,
tsrhian Bifie Im wihat was once thought of as a no-
man’s land of old factories, low-incomi housing.

] Bostan’s hest:known homebess shelter, the Pine

Srreet [nm.

“Thee area necds belp” Niosia sald bn a recent
imerview, “E can’t saryive on ite own. We make &
lot of effrart’to bring peogile into the nelghborbond
A It belps me im tee Jong run”

Certainly any roal estube Geveloper has his
sell-intencss ol heart. Bult in Wicodla's case, whats
Ieen good for him e adso been very gond for parts
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Amoag the newest vesiticies o
take hold in a Nioosia building is
Bocca, a swank bar
and kitchen at 500

‘For lack of a

Ernaip, the trio operated the luad-
il restanrnnl Rialo and the swish
bar Nalr in Harvard Square's buxu-
ry Chisrles Hotel, and the modern-
{52 bistro Biu in The Sports Club/
LA, fiext to the Ritz Carlton in
Deivwmtonwn Crossing.
Larson remem

bered the groug's be-

Harrison that has . 0} ginnings in up-amd-
turned the socisl more l“wm‘h“g enming Hast Cam-
spatlight full an the memphur, when  Pridge, when it
street. Set in A for- opensd her name-
mer Victorlan-era ¥OU turn the salee restarant, Mi
factory and, like the 5 chila’s, in 1585 Inan
surrounding Build- llg‘llﬂ on, IJ'H.‘ old factory meighbor:
ings, built of bald rﬂadlﬂs mul'r.. haad she fecls iz
redl brick, Rocea's T comparntive to Har-

stunning design in-
cludes a sleck semi-
circular bar with a
soulptured Hyght can
opy saspendad from
ithe sscond-fioor din-

CT1 Propertiea” leastng
elirector for commercial
properties, on Scuth End
depwlopment

FIS0E AVETILE.

1 boved thine, be-
Ing kn territary that
hadn't been devel-
aped,” she said
“Whien thie came up,

Ing area. A seclisded] patio to the
rear retains the reclaimed fae
tory's tall coal-fired chimmey, kv
ingly preserved as an architectoral
feature.

Rocca is & new venture from
the saceessfi] partnership of M-
chela Larson, Gary Sullivan, and
Karen Haskell. As the Sapphire

[ o] thee ides of pushing the lim
{exof the South Fnd ™

Shet ard her panners had been
eyeing the area and talking with
Nicosia for a couple of years, focl-
Ing vut the possibkilities before
they coanmitied,

“Wie saw there was not & lot of
fik tradThe. We wanted o be sune
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Rocea's sleck semicireular bar — and lnrge quantity of free parking — have been a new draw to
the S0Wa nelghborhood.

that people weren" daumnted by
pettit there,” Larion aald,

B0, the restaurant boasts that
xery of all iner-city hixaries: 50
parking spaces in a lot bang pext
i = free

“Just knowing you den't have
fo pay §16 for parking i reason
eniagh topn,” cracked Nicosis
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